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Education plays an important role in equipping 
individuals to be active participants in economic and 
social development. This fact is one of the reasons why 
Wendy values and is passionate about education. At the 
heart of empowering people to realise their potential 
is making education easily accessible. Education has 
the power to not only provide people with the skills 
they need to make a valuable contribution to the 
society, but to also change the world; hence Wendy’s 
particular interest in educating young leaders, 
and her involvement with the African Leadership 
University (ALU). “The ALU’s vision is to identify 
capable and committed young people who want to 
change their circumstances – they are committed 
to becoming ethical and entrepreneurial leaders.” 

Wendy fi rmly believes that the ideal leader is 
one who places high value on ethics and has an 
entrepreneurial spirit. “These two main pillars 
[ethics and entrepreneurship) are critical for us to 
build this continent. We need leaders who are ethical 
both in business and the public sector. And we need 
entrepreneurial leaders to facilitate economic growth.”

To further elucidate the importance of helping 
others realise their potential, Wendy often shares the 
story of Thandi, her helper’s daughter. “She used to 
visit us when she was younger. I used to get her maths 
and science workbooks to keep her occupied. And to 
see that this young woman has now gone through to 
the University of Johannesburg and is qualifying as 
a mechanical engineer is but one example of what 
we can do to contribute to the lives of others when 
we are mindful about paying it forward.” 

What has kept Wendy steadfast in a world that 
makes it arduous for women to thrive is her enviable 
and admirable ability to perceive challenges as 
opportunities to discover what she is capable of – an 
attribute that has been inspired by many who have 
seen the best in her. “I have met people throughout 
my life who believe in me. My confi dence was able 
to grow through people’s generosity of spirit. They 
just saw something in me and watered it until it 
blossomed.” 

One of the projects that Wendy is involved in 
is a platform called Women in Infrastructural 
Development and Energy (WINDE). This platform 
was established to “mobilise meaningful participation 
of women who are active in the infrastructure and 
energy industries.”  

“The graveyard is 
the richest place on 
earth, because it is 
here that you will 

fi nd all the hopes and 
dreams that were 

never fulfi lled.”


